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important work in the Isthmus of Panama, for it was given
cognizance over Axis ships immobilized in American ports
and conducted many studies of economic and financial
matters.
The Panama Conference also set up the Inter-American
Neutrality Committee which was later called the Inter-
American Juridical Committee. This group made its prin-
cipal contribution later, after the actual involvement of
the Americas in hostilities, by making studies of matters
which would probably concern this hemisphere in the
post-war deliberations connected with the drafting of the
peace conventions.34
When the fall of France and the Low Countries threat-
ened to jeopardize the security of the Americas by bringing
Axis domination over the Western Hemisphere colonial
possessions of France and the Netherlands a second meet-
ing of the Foreign Ministers was held at Havana, Cuba,
from July 21 to 30,1940. This session was called in accord-
ance with Resolution XIII of the Panama meeting of the
previous year.85
The distinguished Narciso Garay again represented his
country at a Conference of Foreign Ministers. Ernesto B.
Fabrega, Antonio Draizoz, and Raul Arango N. accom-
panied him. Senor Garay served as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Credentials, and was also a member of the
Committee on Preservation of Peace in the Western Hemi-
sphere.30 That committee was the most important one of
the conference, and it considered a Panamanian project
for perfecting the Inter-American mechanism of consulta-
tion. The proposal dealt with initiating of such conferences,
but there was no substantial agreement for changing the
process as set up at Lima and no action was taken.37
The Havana Conference adopted an "Act Concerning
the Provisional Administration of European Colonies and